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Venkat an orthodox South Indian brahmin who feels desecrated even if the shadow of a non-brahmin falls on him, starts on a pilgrimage to
Amarnath in Kashmir from Kanyakumari with his daughter Seeta, a young and beautiful widow but profoundly anti-God.

So does Nikhilesh, an artist, not necessarily on a pilgrimage in the usual sense of the word but to seek the meaning of ‘absolute beauty’. Being
proverbially poor, he sells his President’'s Gold Medal to meet the expenses.

They meet in Jammu, in the bus and not under any congenial circumstances either. Quite a few other characters - a Rajasthani couple, after

begetting five daughters in six years, going to seek the blessings of a son; Manikbabu, a lecherous old clerk with no fixed aim except wine and
women wherever he can get them, comprise the cosmopolitan crowd.

In the holy Cave Shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi, where Seeta refuses to enter for a ‘darshan’, the priest’s son Nathu stakes his life to prove the
existence of God by goading Seeta to name something that she thinks ‘impossible’ and to agree to the existence of God if that came to pass.

She, accordingly agrees that if her father, who feels desecrated even if the shadow of a non-Brahmin falls on him, knowingly asks for and drinks
water from the hands of a non-Hindu, she would consider the ‘impossible’ to have happned.

In Srinagar and later in Pahalgam, the caravan is joined by a number of diverse characters - by a typically middle class Indian family of Halder
that includes Rita, an average collegian with no fixed aims in life; by Rasul, a young Kashmiri boatman who epitomises The tranquility of ‘nature’:
by his sister Mehtab, according to whom, the true religion of all women all over the world is the same - to be a ‘Good Mother and a Loyal wife’
and who is resolved to take the pilgrimage on the basis of a belief in Bengal that one who takes the journey to Amarnath in full faith is bound to
be blessed with a husband of her own choice ; by Arun, a fabulously rich businessman from the Punjab who has a ‘quilty conscience’ for having
committed a breach of faith out of religious fanaticism and wishes to seek redemption at the feet of the Lord ; by his sister Sumitra who is as
beautiful as she is rich and is taking the pilgrimage to know if there is any such thing as ‘selfless love’ for, all those that have so far professed to
love her, she maintains, had more than an eye and a half on her wealth.

This rather extra-ordinary caravan of people from different states of India with mixed culture and creed, social customs and sectarian views begin
their journey of five days’ of trekking through difficult térrain, of pains and pleasure, of scenic grandeur and severe hardships but courne with
patience and meeting the challenge with the contagion of their courage.

En route, ‘Nature’ begins to prevail on each of them and, in the meeting of nature’s silence with the silence of the human heart as well as through
a series of little but touching incidents, they sink their cultivated differences of creed and culture in preference to their instinctive faith and ulti-
mate search: Characters come close to each other, involvements begin to deepen and, even though God never appears to any cne of them in
person. He manifolds Himself in thought and action and each one, according to the intensity of his or her ‘faith’ establishes an equation with
‘God’ - together with the realisation that the world has one God and the name of that God is ‘Humanits'.
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